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Elaborate Program Is 
Completed for Annual 
Labor Day Observance 


Plans are practically completed, so far as the 
General Labor Day Committee is concerned, for 
the observance of labor’s annual holiday in San 
Francisco a week from next Monday. 

Meetings of the committee have been held each 
Saturday evening for several weeks, in addition 
to weekly meetings of the various sub-commit- 
tees, and with faithful attendance and work of 
their members and with the knowledge gained 
from experience on the part of many of them, the 
plans have gone forward smoothly and with dis- 
patch. 

Union Labor’s Own Holiday 

It is now up to the individual members of each 
organization to enter wholeheartedly into the spirit 
and intent of the day through participation in the 
events that will mark the observance. It is union 
labor’s day, for union labor initiated the idea, 
pressed the legislation that brought about its now 
universal recognition in the nation, and is the 
recognized leader in every civic celebration held 
in honor of the workers. “In union there is 
strength’—and this applies when the ‘call goes 
forth for a public demonstration of your organi- 
zation’s numerical strength and the coming to- 
gether in recognition of the common tie that binds 
it to that of others in the same movement. This 
should be considered a duty at least once an- 
nually—and a week from next Monday each mem- 
ber of union labor in San Francisco is asked to 
fulfill that obligation to the exclusion of all others. 


Parade Will Be Feature 


The opening event of the day will be the great 
parade, the head of which will move from the 
Embarcadero at 10 a. m.—that means promptly. 
The places of assembly of the other units, to later 
join in the line of march, will be found in another 
column of this issue. Marshals of divisions and of 
unions are asked to give fullest possible publicity 
of this information to members of their organiza- 
tions, thus preventing doubt and confusion among 
participants. The parade will proceed up Market 
street, thence to the Civic Center, pass the review- 
ing stand in front of the city hall, and to Leaven- 
worth street, where it will disband. 

Seats will be provided in the grand stand at the 
city hall for aged and crippled members of union 
labor—and these only—who are unable because of 
such infirmities to participate in the parade. Tickets 
of admission to this grand stand, to the extent of 
its capacity, will be distributed to each union’s 
representatives on the General Committee, and ap- 
plications therefor by individual members of unions 
should be made to these representatives. Each 
ticket will admit two persons, it being understood 
they are confined to adults, and they will be given 
to the union representatives at tomorow (Satur- 
day) night’s meeting of the General Committee. 

Afternoon and Evening Programs 

Following the parade some of the organizations 
are to hold reunions at their headquarters or 
other designated places, where refreshments and 
entertainment will be provided. 

In the evening, at the Civic Auditorium, the 
literary exercises and entertainment program will 
be given, followed by a grand ball, with dancing 
until 1 a. m. Admission wilt be free and the gen- 
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eral public is cordially invited. Congressman 
Franck R. Havenner of the Fourth district, San 


Francisco, will be the orator, and due to his long 


and valued experience in the field of labor legis- 
lation the address should prove most interesting. 


The entertainment program, which is supplied | 


by local and visiting talent of recognized standing 


in the profession, has for years been a feature of | 
the evening exercises, as have the <tage decora- 
tions, which are provided by the various theaters | 


and mounted by their union employees. Needless 


to say, the best of music will be furnished for the | 


dancing. 
——_—$—<—<$§<___o—___ 
HIT AMERICAN LABOR PARTY 

The annual convention of the New York State 
Council of Carpenters, in session at Buffalo, 
adopted a resolution attacking the American Labor 
party and urging their delegates to the annual 
convention of the New York State Federation of 


Labor to support a movement for a state-wide 


American Federation of Labor committee to “sup- 
port our friends and defeat our enemies.” 
> 
PROTESTS HOLD UP LICENSE 
As a result of a flood of complaints by labor and 
other organizations that the Railway Audit and 
Inspection Company is operating a strikebreaking 


and labor espionage agency in violation of state | 


and federal laws, a public hearing will be held by 
the New York state division of license: - E 
company’s application for a rer 

The New York State ™ 

one of the bodies ma. 


A. F. of L. > ..uns Get 
Shasta Dam Agreements 


Announcement was made this week that agree- 
ments have been concluded between Pacific Con- 
structors, Inc., and representatives of fourteen in- 
ternational unions whereby work on the Shasta 
Dam unit of the great Central Valleys Water 
Project will be done under 100 per cent American 
Federation of Labor conditions. Included in the 
latter are the forty-hour week, holiday and over- 
time provisions, and prevailing scales. 

The successful bidders for the contract, which 
involves $39,000,000, are a group of twelve con- 
tractors, eleven of whom are stated to have for- 
merly operated under non-union conditions. 

C. E. McGovern, representative in the north- 
ern portion of this state of the Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers, very proudly announces: 

“It is the first time that a large project of this 
nature has started off 100 per cent American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and which includes also the 
culinary help.” 

Participating in the negotiations which brought 
about the agreement were Joseph Marshall of the 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers, Joseph Casey 
of the Brotherhood of Teamsters and Amos Feeley 
of the Electrical Workers. International unions 
affected by the luded the black- 
smiths, bridge and Sut: 1 workers, cement 
finishers, plumbers and steam fitters, boilermakers, 
carpenters, painters, operating engineers, machin- 
ists, bricklayers, and sheet metal workers. 

Building trades headquarters have announced 
that actual work on the dam is expected to begin 
within a short time, and a number of officials of 
the unions which are involved in the agreement 
have been dispatched to the area. 


House Committee Hears 
Further Testimony on 
Communism in U. §S. 


The procession of witnesses appearing before the 
House committee in Washington which is investi- 
eating un-American activities has continued to 
make the headlines during the week, with the 
nanles mentioned in various phases of the testi- 
mony ranging from that of Shirley Temple to the 
wife of the President. 

The “Better America Federation” of 
geles stepped into the picture in the person of Miss 
Margaret Kerr, who is named as executive secre- 
tary of that body, and who testified that the organ- 
ization had “conducted research” alone the lines 
of seditious activities. She stated that she had seen 
a Communist party membership card which she 
understood attested party membership of Harry 
under the name Harry Dorgan. Her 


Los An- 


Bridges, 


authority appeared to be the word of one Irvine A. 


Markheim, assertedly a communist, it being also 
alleged that he had been offered $300 to go into 
hiding in Mexico on account of his knowledge of 
Bridges’ connection with the Communist party. 
Finger-Pointing at Organizations 

The name of the American League for Peace 
and Democracy has also been brought betore the 
investigating committee as being an arm of the 
Communist party’s “Popular Front,” with the 
statement that a membership drive for that organ- 
ization was being conducted among government 


; employees. Some of those employees mentioned in 


the accusation admitted membership but scoffed at 
the assertion the League was a communist affiliate. 

Charges have also been presented that com- 
munists control the Federal Theater Project 
through the Workers’ Alliance. Charles Walton, a 
director on the theater project, testified that Pro- 
duction Board Chief George Kondolf had ad- 
mitted he could not eliminate alleged control of 
employment on the project by the Alliance because 
“his hands were tied.” 


Attempt Toward Racial Equality 

He also told of attending a party given by 
Stuart Robson, which he charged turned out to be 
a communist meeting at which negs® youths 
danced with white girls and speeches praising the 
Alliance were made. Walton said about forty or 
fifty persons attended the affair. Another witness 
connected with the Theater Project testified, as her 
opinion, that one of the “selling points” of com- 
munism in its campaign to organize negroes is 
racial equality. 

One of the principal witnesses appearing before 
the committee during the week was Prof. J. B. 
Matthews of Washington, N. J., who identified 
himself as a teacher of oriental languages and 
politics in various colleges, and a writer. He linked 
himself closely with Earl Browder, secretary of 
the Communist party. Professor Matthews said 
that he probably was more active in the “popular 
front” movement from 1932 to 1936 than any other 
man and that he had aided in setting up some 
twenty “front” organizations while working for 
the party but that he had parted company with it 
because “the communists violated every tenet of 
liberty for which I stood.” 

Among assertions made by this witness were: 
That communist leaders in Moscow drew up plans 

(Coatinued on Page Two) 


Two 


Green Confers With 
President on N.L.R.B. 


President William Green of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor conferred with President Roose- 
velt last Saturday at the latter’s home in Hyde 
Park concerning the national labor relations law. 

The labor official said he had called attention of 
the President to “present complaints against ad- 
ministration of the law” and that “we went over 
certain specific cases of administration.” 


Discuss Possible Changes 


“We discussed possible changes in the law 
thoroughly,” Green continued. “We are in accord 
on the necessity of making some changes in the 
law to overcome the objections we (the A. F. of 
L.) have offered regarding the board’s adminis- 
tration.” 

Green said that one of his complaints to the 
President had dealt with the labor situation in 
Ambridge, Pa. There, he asserted, the N.L.R.B. 
had intervened at the instigation of the Committee 
for Industrial Organization and had ordered an 
A. F. of L. contract set aside. 

He said a federal court overrode the board’s de- 
cision, but that the board, ignoring the court rul- 
ing, ordered an election by the workers. The A. F. 
of L. won the election, 

Amendments Being Drafted 

News dispatches from Washington announced 
that Joseph A. Padway, A. F. of L. attorney, has 
drafted a series of amendments at Green’s direc- 
tion, including one to strip the present N.L.R.B. 
of its judicial powers and to establish a new and 
independent tribunal to try cases. 

Green has emphasized, however, that Padway’s 
proposed changes have not been approved by the 
executive council, and may be changed by that 
body at the meeting now in ses ion at Atlantic 
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City. It was stated, though, that the subject may 
not come up until next week. 

Green also stated that during his interview with 
the President the latter had discussed briefly the 
survey of labor relations in England and Sweden 
which was conducted by a special commission ap- 
pointed by President Roosevelt. The commission 
is preparing a report on its observations in those 
countries, 

Ambiguous Sections in Law 

At a press conference a few days following the 
meeting with the A. F. of L. executive, President 
Roosevelt asserted that he had agreed with Green 
that the Labor Relations Act should be clarified, 
and it was quite possible that such clarification 
would be sought in the next Congress, though at 
present he has no specific changes in mind. To 
decide upon these, he said, it will be necessary to 
consult members of the Labor Relations Board, 
labor unions and employers. He commented that 
developing situations in the administration of law 
cannot always be foreseen, and that after the gov- 
ernment’s three years’ experience with the labor 
law certain ambiguous sections have been discov- 
ered. While some have been decided upon by the 
courts, others will probably need legislative atten- 
tion. 

John L. Lewis, chairman of the C. I. O., is 
thus quoted in dispatches last Tuesday: “The re- 
port that the Committee for Industrial Organiza- 
tion or any of its executives have agreed to amend- 
ments to the Wagner act is erroneous and without 
foundation in fact.” 

——$__—___g— 
BUS FARE REDUCTION 

The Pacific Greyhounds Lines has announced 
that, effective next Monday, the fare from San 
Francisco to Portland will be reduced from $12 
to $10.75 via the Pacific highway. 

—— ee See 
“Union Label Baby” Contest in 


San Diego Has Started Something 
Vying for the honor of the first “union label 
baby” in San Diego, members of organized labor 
in that city are agog over varying prospects at 
being the parents of the first baby entering the 
“vale of tears” under supervision of a member of 
the Nurses’ Union in that city. 

Delegates from the union told Federated Trades 
and Labor Council that the first baby to see the 
light of day with the help of a union nurse would 
also be given a certificate in commemoration of 
the event. “The parents will be given the prize,” 
nurses’ delegates said. 

This immediately threw the council into an 
uproar, as men and women delegates quibbled 
over their respective rights to the prize. 

“It’s class legislation,” said one perennial 
bachelor, “I ain’t even married!” “That’s all 
right,” delegates parried; “there are plenty of 
married men that can’t do much about it!” 
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Committee Hearing on 
Un-American Activities 


to infiltrate the United States and gain control of 
the Democratic party; that prominent Americans 
were “duped” into spreading communist propa- 
ganda by sponsoring the American Youth Con- 
gress which, the witness said, he helped organize 
as a communist “front”; that he helped organize 
the Workers’ Alliance, as a communist arm; that 
Prof. Donald Henderson of Columbia University 
deliberately contrived his own dismissal from 
school so that the Communist party could point to 
him as “an academic martyr”; that it was gen- 
erally understood a communist war chest, supplied 
with funds from Russia, is maintained in New 
York, and that he (Matthews) drew funds there- 
from; that communists formed a Ku Klux Klan in 
Norfolk, Va., terrorized negroes and then printed 
stories of this Klan chapter’s activities to show 
“the brutality existing in the South.” 

Names Various Bodies 


Among “popular front” organizations named by 
Professor Matthews were: The Student Congress 
Against War, the National Student League, the 
American Student Union, the Unemployed Coun- 
cils, the International Labor Defense, the Amer- 
ican League Against War and Fascism, the Anti- 
Imperialist League, Friends of the Soviet Union, 
the National Committee for Defense of Political 
Prisoners and the International Workers’ Order. 

The witness also read into the record a list of 
more than seventy—many of them prominent in 
the nation—persons whose names were on the list 
of sponsors of the Youth Congress and charged 
that all unwittingly were being used to aid in the 
spread of communism. ; 

Sub-Committee to Visit Coast 


It is announced that the investigating committee 
which thus far has held sessions only in Washing- 
ton will now be divided and that sub-committees 
will hold hearings in cities of the East, Midwest 
and on the Pacific Coast. The sub-committee which 
will visit this coast will consist of Representatives 
John J. Dempsey of New Mexico, Joseph Starnes 
of Alabama and Harold G. Mosier of Ohio. 

Prompt denials have already been registered by 
some of those whose names have been mentioned 
in the investigation as either directly or indirectly 
fostering communism. It is also easily apparent 
that membership of an individual in an organiza- 
tion or movement would not necessarily commit 
such individual to any hidden purposes of its 
leaders or founders. 


o-_—_—_ 
WATER PROJECT WORK RESUMED 


Announcement was made this week of the re- 
sumption of work on the unit of the Central Val- 
ley Water Project in Contra Costa County. A dis- 
pute had arisen with contractors de to reported 
hiring of non-union men from Los Angeles. Russ 
Roberts, business agent of the Building Trades 
Council in Contra Costa County, stated that suffi- 
cient A. F. of L. members had now been supplied 
to continue the work on the project. The contract 
on this unit will involve an expenditure of 
$340,000. 

oe 


Store Employees 


Strike of the clerks against the Kress and 
Newberry chain stores has continued this week, 
with the Market street store of the former the 
only one of the four attempting to operate. 

Signing of agreements with the National Dollar 
Stores and the S. and G. Gump Company is an- 
nounced by the Store Employees’ Union. The 
contract with the former provides for a union 
store and the 44-hour week, while the one with 
the latter firm calls for the 40-hour week. About 
250 employees are affected by. the two agreement:. 
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San Francisco Invites 


A. F. of L. Convention 
To Meet Here in 1939 


At last Friday night’s meeting of the Labor 
Council the delegates voted to authorize its repre- 
sentative at the coming convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to invite that body to 
hold next year’s session in San Francisco. 

At the 1937 convention of the Federation in Den- 
ver, Delegate Shelley had notified the body, when 
bids for the 1939 gathering were being presented, 
that San Francisco should be considered in the 
race, and the Council gave further sanction to the 
invitation last week. Its delegate will therefore go 
to the Federation convention, at Houston in Octo- 
ber, prepared to aggressively present the claims of 
this city. 

In addition to the well known natural advan- 
tages of the city and state as being attractive to 
convention delegates and visitors, next year will 
also witness the opening of the Golden Gate Inter- 
national Exposition, which will be in full stride at 
the time for holding the Federation convention, 
and at a season of the year particularly glorious 
from a climatic standpoint. 

Three conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor have been held in San Francisco and 
delegates and visitors have given thorough ap- 
proval to both the facilities and the entertainment 
provided. The first meeting held here was in 1904 
and the second in 1915, both of which were pre- 
sided over by the beloved Samuel Gompers: Nine- 
teen years after the second San Francisco gather- 
ing, the city was again chosen, and at this time 
President Green, now the incumbent, was in the 
chair. 

The active co-operation of each international 
union, central labor body, local union, and their 
individual members is solicited by the San Fran- 
cisco labor movement in aiding the campaign to 
bring the 1939 convention to the city by the 
Golden Gate and to the territorial area that has 
been in the van of every forward movement for 
the advancement of the workers of the nation. 

o— 
LABOR COUNCIL COMMITTEE 

Following a very serious statement regarding 
the existing industrial situation in San Francisco 
and the relations of employers and employees in 
certain industries, made by President Shelley and 
concurred in by Secretary O'Connell at last week’s 
meeting of the Labor Council, the president was 
directed to appoint a committee to act and advise 
with the unions in their various problems. In 
compliance with the Council action President 
Shelley named the following to constitute the 
committee: John A. O’Connell, secretary of the 
Council; Milton Maxwell of the Butchers’ Union; 
George Kidwell, Bakery Wagon Drivers; Al 
Lorenzetti, Building Service Employees No. 87, 
and President Shelley. 

— @_____—_ 
“Blessing” for Wage-Hour Official 
When Oath of Office Is Given 

Elmer F. Andrews was sworn in last week as 
administrator of the new wage and hours law 
by Chief Clerk Samuel J. Gompers of the Labor 
Department, son of the late president of the 
American Federation of Labor. At the conclusion 
of the ceremony Gompers clapped Mr. Andrews 
on the back and said: “And may the Lord have 
mercy on your soul.” 

The administrator has named Donald F. Nelson, 
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vice-president of Sears, Roebuck & Co., as chair- 
man of an industry committee to study wages in 
the textile industry and make wage recommenda- 
tions. 

It is stipulated in the new law that each indus- 
try committee shall consist of an equal number, 
respectively, of representatives of the public, the 
employers, and the employees. The chairman of 
the committee is one of the three representatives 
of the public. 

—__————_@_______ 
TAX RATE FOR NEXT YEAR 

The Board of Supervisors last Monday gave first 
passage to the tax rate of the city and county for 
the coming year, fixing the rate at $4.04, which 
will be an increase of 17 cents over that of last 
year. The increase in the rate is accounted for by 
bond interest and redemption requirements of the 
Water Department and participation in fire and 
police protection for next year’s Golden Gate 
International Exposition. 

eee ge aS 
SUPPORTING MURPHY CAMPAIGN 

In behalf of Daniel C. Murphy for governor, 
J. H. Wasserburger, chairman of the California 
legislative committee of the Order of Railway 
Conductors, has addressed a letter to his fellow 
railroad workers in which he says: “Dan Murphy 
served four terms as a State Senator—1923 to 
1929. His record, as compiled by the Railroad 
Brotherhood, on labor and humanitarian legisla- 
tion, should appeal to all workers and especially 
to the membership of the Brotherhood.” Women 
in industry, active in the campaign, stress that 
Murphy was the author of the women’s eight- 
hour bill and of the old-age pension, which he in- 
troduced at every session he attended and once 
actually got passed, only to have it vetoed by the 
governor. 


A. F. of L. Officials to 
Broadcast on Labor Day 


President Green of the American Federation of 
Labor will deliver the Labor Day address at 
Providence, R. I., at Roger Williams Park, from 
4 to 4:30 p. m., eastern daylight time. 

Secretary-Treasurer Frank Morrison will speak 
at Pittsburgh at 3 p. m., eastern daylight time, at 
South Park. 

Secretary Ornburn of the Union Label Trades 
Department will deliver an address lasting from 
12:15 to 12:30 p. m., standard time, at Washington. 

Each of the addresses will be broadcast, those of 
President Green and Secretary Morrison over the 
NBC Blue network and that of Secretary Ornburn 
over the Red network. 


? 
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Santa Barbara Prepares 


For State Convention 
' Of Labor Federation 


According to the Santa Barbara “Labor News,” 
the unionists of that city are getting along fine 
with the plans for entertaining the thousands of 
visitors and delegates who will attend the Cali- 
fornia State Federation of Labor convention, which 
is scheduled to start Monday, September 19. The 
“News” says: 

“Dances, a barbecue, tours and other special 
entertainment features are being arranged for the 
annual state convention of the California State 
Federation of Labor, to be held in Santa Barbara 
the week of September 19. Convention commit- 
tees announce several major entertainment features 
are on the schedule and that others are tentative. 

“Distinguished speakers, the Santa Barbara 
Symphony Orchestra, and a large trades and label 
exhibit will welcome more than 1000 A. F. of L. 
representatives gathering in annual convention at 
the new $250,000 National Guard Armory Audi- 
torium. Following is the tentative schedule thus 
far laid out by the arrangements committee: 

“Monday—Visit to Old Mission; street dance. 

“Tuesday—Barbecue. 

“Wednesday—Open. 

“Thursday—Convention dance. 

“Friday—Garden tours, swimming party. 

“The Monday night street dance will be held 
near the Barbara Hotel, official headquarters. 
Tuesday’s barbecue will probably be held at the 
Stow ranch in Goleta. Thursday’s convention 
dance will be held in Recreation Center. If the 
new municipal swimming pool is completed a 
swimming party will be held there. 

“Director Raymond Eldred has assured Conven- 
tion Committee Chairman James Matthams that 
the Santa Barbara Symphony Orchestra will play 
on the opening day of the convention. 

“The Trades and Label Exhibit committee, 
headed by Loleta Grande, reports that at least 
twenty major exhibits have been received or 
pledged.” 
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Please Remember 

T WILL be necessary to start the press run 

on the Labor Clarion at an earlier hour’ 
than usual next week, due to the issuance of 
the Labor Day Edition. Hence those having 
items for publication in that issue are notified 
that all copy should reach the Labor Clarion 
office not later than TUESDAY AFTER- 
NOON of next week. 


Labor Relations 


The statement by William Green, president of 
the American Federation of Labor, that he and 
President Roosevelt are in accord on the necessity 
of making some changes in the National Labor 
Relations Act is an encouraging development of 
the determination of the American Federation of 
Labor to make the Labor Act and its administra- 
tion what the sponsors of the act intended it to be. 


The act was passed to guarantee the right to 
organize and bargain collectively, with the rights 
of craft unions adequately safeguarded. But in its 
administration the act has too often been used by 
the. Labor Board in opposition to American Fed- 
eration of Labor unions and in favor of the Com- 
mittee for Industrial Organization. 

Interviewed by reporters after he had conferred 
by appointment with the President at the summer 
White House at Hyde Park, Green said he had 
called attention to “present complaints against 
the administration of the law by the Labor Rela- 
tions Board,” going over certain specific cases 
where the board has departed “from the spirit of 
the law” in reaching decisions. 

While not outlining the detailed changes in the 
labor law that might be effected, Green said that 
broadly they either might curtail the Labor 
Board’s present powers or clarify them. I!lustra- 
tive of Green’s complaints to President JRoose-, 
velt relative to the Labor Board having exceeded 
its authority was the case of the Ambridge Prod- 
ucts Company, Ambridge, Pa., elsewhere noted in 
this issue. = 

The National Labor Relations Act was not 
passed by Congress to be used against the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor unions, nor was the 
National Labor Relations Board set up for the 
accomplishment of this unpatriotic purpose, The 
millions of members of the bona fide labor move- 
ment are glad to learn that this unfortunate and 
unwarranted anomaly is in process of being cor- 
rected so that the law will be more impartially 
and more judicially administered. 

———_-@—_ —_____ 
War May Finally Be Declared! 


Three wars are waging on three fronts in the 
world today, -Siberia, China -and Spain; and not 


oneeof these wars was “formally declared, What’. 
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a change from the classic days when a herald 
went in state to proclaim solemnly to some for- 
eign ruler that the herald’s masters did not like 
the manners of the ruler, and were going to 
beat him up! 

If there were anything amusing about war, 
one would find it in the home comments on the 
fighting on the Siberian front. Some of that fight- 
ing has been hand to hand, bayonet to bayonet. 
‘Many thousands of men were engaged. The Rus- 
sians recently staged a bombardment that would 
make anything of the sort in our Civil War seem 
like a rather languid Fourth of July celebration. 

And both the Tokio and Moscow papers sol- 
emnly declare that if this disturbance keeps up, 
there will be war! 

The Chinese guerrillas are teaching’ the world 
something new in the “now you see it and now 
you don’t” line. An officer of the American ma- 
rines who has traveled more than a thousand miles 
through the Chinese war zone reports that the 
Japanese hold the land in China which their 
bayonets can reach—and no more. Most of the 
counties, so to speak, held by the Japanese, are 
actually administered by their former Chinese 
officials. 

The guerrillas come into towns where Japanese 
are garrisoned, visit with the inhabitants, steal 
what they can from the invaders, buy and sell 
and even collect taxes. They actually go into 
such Japanese bases as Peking and Tientsin to 
order some supplies, and in some fashion these 
are delivered where they can be reached. 

But for the most part they get their supplies by 
robbing the Japanese supply trains. 

eg A 


Labor Can Defend Itself 


Thomas Udell of Plasterers’ Union No. 66 has 
addressed a letter to the Building and Construc- 
tion Trades Council of San Francisco in which 
he declares that his name has been used by the 
“Committee for Peace and Democracy,” emanat- 
ing from a “Committee for the Defense of Labor’s 
Civil Rights,” without his authorization, and that 
he is not a member of such committee, He incloses 
a letter which he addressed to the “American 
League for Peace and Democracy” which is worth 
reproducing. It follows: 

“Gentlemen: A pamphlet entitled ‘Committee for 
the Defense of Labor’s Civil Rights’ has emanated 
from your headquarters. In this pamphlet my 
name has been used as a member of the com- 
mittee. Such use of my name was made without 
my knowledge, authorization or consent. 

“T have heretofore called at your office on two 
occasions and so advised you for the purpose of 
having you publicly retract the unauthorized use 
of my name. 

“It appears that your oganization is constituted 
by a mere handful of persons, and yet you pre- 
sume to act for and on behalf of American Federa- 
tion of Labor unions whose membership exceeds 
100,000. The presumption of your scheme is so 
manifest as to justify suspicion as to your honesty 
and sincerity in your alleged desire to defeat the 
proposed anti-picketing initiative law. 

“I hereby notify you again that you have no 
right or authority to use my name, and any further 
use of my name upon your literature, or any rep- 
resentation by you that I am a member of your 
committee, or associated with you in any way, will 
necessitate my taking legal action to compel re- 
traction and to expose your very questionable 
tactics. Very truly yours, 

“THOMAS UDELL.” 

Udell’s reply to the audacious action of the com- 
munist-dominated organization which presumed to 
use his name without his consent should be emu- 
lated by others in the trade union movement who 
have found themselves in a similar position. 

The American Federation of Labor still is the 
Proper and authorized agency to defend “labor’s 


‘civil rights,” 
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Studying the Farmer’s Interests 

Information from reliable. sources in Great 
Britain indicates that the organized labor move- 
ment in that country is giving serious attention to 
the advisability of supporting legislation designed 
to guarantee the prices of farm products for 
British farmers after the policy of the New Zea- 
land government, which fixes prices a year in ad- 
vance, 


Coupled with the price guarantee British labor 
proposes to eliminate the middlemen and so re- 
duce the spread between what the public pays and 
the farmer receives. In its tentative form the plan 
of the British unions visions the appointment of 
national agricultural commissions made up of 
growers, landworkers and consumers to handle the 
new agricultural policy. The amount of each 
particular food product required to feed the peo- 


ple would be ascertained in advance. 
o_—_ 


Dividends Versus Payrolls 


The following items from a “proposed report” 
on the Federal Communications Commission in- 
vestigation of the telephone system ought to be 
of interest: 

The Bell Telephone system, on the last day of 
1929, had 364,045 persons on its payroll. Five years 
later it had 244,599 employees, a decline of 32 
per cent, 

The same system in 1930 paid out $534,468,000 
in wages and salaries. Five years later it paid out 
$387,364,000, a drop of over 27 per cent. 

And, what is not told in the “proposed report,” 
the American Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
king pin and overlord of the whole system, took 
money from the surplus for four years to make up 
those $9 dividends per share of stock, but never 
a penny from surplus to keep employees at work 
and pay their wages. 


e__—___ 

A congressional report says that “in every 
Southern state but one, 59 per cent of the revenue 
is raised by sales taxes.” Is it any wonder that the 
South is not able to buy Northern products? By 
the time that California has reached this pass the 
voters may wake up and insist that the tax burden 
be imposed on those most able to bear it. 
e_______ 

The power of merchants, landlords and other 
owners of the necessaries of life to reduce the liv- 
ing standards of working men and women by 
boosting the prices of goods required in order to 
live is strikingly revealed in the report by Secre- 
tary of Labor Frances Perkins showing that liv- 
ing costs for families of wage earners and low 
salaried workers in thirty-two large cities were 
increased 0.4 per cent during the quarter ended 
June 15. The food merchants were especially suc- 
cessful in price boosting. In fifty-one cities they 
advanced the average price of food products as a 
whole 2 per cent from March 15 to June 15. 
In the fields of fresh fruits and vegetables they 
hit the top by raising prices 15.3 per cent during 
the three-months period. 
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Peace Policy Urged 


Marking the twenty-fourth anniversary of the 
World War, President Green, of the American 
Federation of Labor, along with other nationally 
prominent figures, issued a statement through the 
Keep America Out of War Congress calling upon 
the American people to bend every effort to pre- 
vent this country’s becoming involved in another 
foreign war. 

“The first step toward a peace policy for our 
own country is to elect to public office citizens 
who realize their responsibility for contributing 
to peace between nations,” Green declared. “If 
we really want peace, we can have it—but we 
shall have to turn our minds and our wills to that 
objective.” 
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Sales Tax Wrong Taxation 
By JACKSON H. RALSTON 

I have discussed briefly, but I think sufficiently, 
some of the arguments put forward in support of 
the sales tax and found all of them to be hollow. 
Let us now consider some of the reasons why the 
sales tax should never have been called into exist- 
ence and should now as speedily as possible be 
ended. 

As we have shown, the existence of a sales tax, 
with its gouge into the wages of the poor, compels 
those of little means to work for the state without 
compensation from one day to one week out of 
every year. It was just this situation that brought 
about the French revolution. Under conditions it 
abolished men were compelled to work days every 
year upon the roads and without compensation, 
and paid a tax upon every purchase, adding to its 
cost. Their sufferings from unjust taxation became 
so burdensome that they could no longer be borne 
and were ended through bloody and savage revo- 
lution. As good American citizens we want to 
avoid any approach to such conditions in this 
country. If without resistance at the polls a 3 per 
cent tax may be imposed involving laboring for 
the state a certain number of days without com- 
pensation, why not a tax twice as great? Remem- 
ber that when you work for the state you are not 
working for yourself and your family, and that 
what you do simply diminishes taxation upon the 
great landholders. 

But is the act of buying such an act as should 
be made criminal by putting a tax upon it? What 
more natural and proper thing may a man do 
than to buy what he needs for comfort and satis- 
faction? What should be punishable in such an 
act? Why should the doing of such a thing be 
made the occasion for taking money away from 
him? 

All these and many other questions of like tenor 
may be asked and must go unanswered. There is 
no reason in nature why a man should pay a pen- 
alty for doing an innocent act and no answer can 
be given them save that the state has the power 
and the influences controlling the state compel it. 

Naturally, to put such a tax into effect, individ- 
ual rights have to be infringed in many ways. A 
way coming home to every merchant is that he is 
compelled to account to the state for the carrying 
on of his business and the making of sales to pri- 
vate individuals. His business is to this extent 
hampered and his overhead expenses increased, 
something that must come out of his profits or 
out of his customers. This, in turn, adds to the cost 
of living. The frequent visits of tax officers take 
up his time and add to his vexations. 

The sales tax diminishes sales and production. 
Paying a sales tax, the individual has less remain- 
ing to purchase other articles, possibly of prime 
necessity. The man with an income of say $1000 
a year who pays $20 to: $30 a year sales tax must 
perforce do without an overcoat or his wife with- 
out a dress or his children without books or medi- 
cal attention. One way or another he suffers. Thus 
again the merchant finds he can sell less and in 
turn the manufacturer makes less and employs 
fewer workmen. The sales tax reaches everywhere 
—not simply those immediately paying it—and it 
poisons the whole community. 

There is no wonder that all labor organizations, 
feeling this, have always resisted its imposition, 
and are now actively fighting it. 

ee See 
CONFERENCE ON SILICOSIS 

Medical experts from eleven countries, includ- 
ing the United States, will attend a world confer- 
ence on silicosis, which has been convoked by the 
International Labor Office and will open August 
29 in Geneva. The conference, the first of its kind 
in eight years, will undertake a fresh examination 
of the whole question of lung diseases due to non- 
metallic mineral dusts. In the United States alone, 
public health authorities estimate, about 4,000,000 
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workers (or approximately 8 per cent of the gain- 
fully employed) are exposed to the inhalation of 
such dusts, although not all of them are necessar- 
ily exposed to injurious quantities. The number of 
workers harmfully exposed to silica dust alone is 
estimated at 500,000. Of these, 200,000 are in 
foundries, 100,000 in building and highway con- 
struction, and 18,000 in smelting and refining. 
ee a oe 
DON’T SEEK W.P.A. “CAREERS” 
Charges that W.P.A. workers “have made relief 
a career” are refuted by a recent report showing 
that more than five-sixths of approximately 5,000,- 
000 different persons employed since late in 1935 
have obtained private jobs. : 
—_—__—_g—____ z 
Boss, Mayor, Judge in One Person 
Make It Tough on Striking Molders 


The little burg of Bridgeport, Ala., has a triple 
personality that can’t be beaten anywhere. 

There is a strike by members of the Interna- 
tional Molders’ Union at the Jacobs Manufactur- 
ing Company, which makes stoves and ranges. 
Jacobs, head of the company, also is mayor of the 
town, and as such commander of the police. Also, 
he is local judge. As mayor, he orders the police 
to arrest strikers; as manufacturer, he complains 
against them in court; and as judge, he sentences 
them. 

Seven union members got dealt with in this way 
in one day; six of them paying $5 and one $10, 
and all of them costs. 

The Molders are protesting this case to the state 
and United States Departments of Labor, and to 
the A. F. of L. and its Metal Trades Department. 

———_ @_____—_ 


Study Finds Marked Decrease in 
Labor Required for Corn Crop 


The Works Progress Administration has issued 
a report stating that the labor required to produce 
a bushel of corn has dropped about 17 per cent 
since 1909. The change in yield of corn has been 
slight in that time; the total amount produced is 
almost the same, but 600,000,000 man-hours of 
labor needed then are not needed now. 

The W.P.A. report speaks of this as the equiva- 
lent of the loss of 200,000 men, working 3000 hours 
a year each. But corn is a seasonal crop. The 
ground is prepared and planted after a winter in 
which nobody does anything to corn, and between 
the end of cultivation and the beginning of harvest 
there is an interval never less than two months. 

Instead of 200,000 it is probable that not less 
than 400,000 and more likely half a million men 
have lost farm jobs through the improvement of 
corn machinery. 

aS 


Unemployment Insurance Claims 


Should Be Filed on Losing Job 


Department of Employment officials at Sacra- 
mento have again cautioned claimants for unem- 
ployment insurance to make certain that proper 
addresses are available at all times. 


Approximately 40 per cent of the checks re- | 


turned to the department after they have been 
mailed to claimants are marked by the post office, 
“Moved; Left No Address.” Another 20 per cent 
of the checks are marked, “No Such Address.” 
The remainder are marked, “Address Unknown,” 
indicating that the claimant has not given the 
proper street and number when applying for his 
benefits. 


The department also desires to stress again the - 


fact that as soon as a worker is out of a job he is 
eligible to file his claim for compensation. Reports 
that employers are informing workers they must 
wait four weeks until the claim can be filed have 
been received. This statement is without fact.’A 
four-week waiting period must be served by the 
claimant once annually before he can establish his 


right to draw benefits for the ensuing year. 


Five 


Comment on World Events 
LL.N.S. 

The tendency in various countries toward pub- 
lic control of private interests and economic forces 
is reviewed comprehensively in F. E. Lawley’s 
“The Growth of Collective Economy,” which has 
just been published in two volumes in London by 
P. S. King & Son. : 

Lawley, who was for fourteen years a member 
of the staff of the International Labor Office in 
Geneva, holds that obsolete economic theories, 
based upon the law of supply and demand, compe- 
tition and undisciplined private profit-making, 
must be discarded, and that new economic prin- 
ciples must be applied. These, he points out, imply 
state intervention in economic life, the disciplin- 
ing of private interests, and the development of 
economic co-operation and of a healthy profes- 
sionalism and sense of public service in industry. 
And to this end, he says, new methods of organiz- 
ing the international exchange of goods must be 


adopted. 
* * * 


The first volume of Lawley’s work contains a 
wealth of information about state and other forms 
of collective enterprise in many countires, and 
discusses the vital consequences of this experience. 
Various methods of administration of publicly 
owned undertakings are analyzed; in administra- 
tion, the highest national interest, and not finance, 
capital or trade union interest, must prevail, he 
holds. 

The second volume registers a firm conviction 
that there can be no solid basis for permanent 
world peace until world economic life is organ- 
ized, under public authority, on an equitable 
basis, in accordance with sound economic prin- 
ciples. 

The author’s intimate association with Geneva 
lends added interest to his suggestions for the re- 
construction of this work around the Interna- 
tional Labor Organization. 

eo ok 

The decivilization of Europe proceeds apace. 
The latest step—at this writing—came when Italy 
officially adopted the anti-Jewish notions of Hit- 
ler, and seems ready to put into effect the Hitler 
persecutions. A statement from the fascist “party 
secretary” reads, in part: 

“It is notorious that, notwithstanding the toler- 
ant policy of the (Italian) regime, Hebrews in 
every nation have constituted a general staff of 
anti-fascism. . . . Jews do not belong to the Italian 
race.” 

To say that the Jews have led anti-fascism is to 
pay the race a remarkable compliment. Italy has 
joined Germany in claiming to belong to the 
“Aryan race.” It is to laugh. The Aryan “race,” 
which probably doesn’t exist, must be a complex 
thing to include the Italian population, The aver- 
age height of Italian men varies more than six 
inches between provinces. Close your ears in 
Milan and you would think you were in western 
Germany; and in parts of the south, with swarthy 
skins, black eyes and crow’s-wing black hair, you 
might think you were in Morocco. One of the 
ablest Italians in America, Ferdinand Pecora, has 
this Moorish look. 

Fascism started in Italy as nazism started in 
Germany, with a thorough .~smashing of labor 
unions and a complete discarding of labor rights. 
Now it has taken up the nazi “race” intolerance. 
The march of civilization continues downward. 

a 
FIRE-FIGHTING AIRPLANE 

A $15,000 Stinson Reliant airplane destined to 
aid the United States Forest Service in the sup- 
pression of California forest fires landed at the 
Oakland Airport recently, with Engineer Pilot 
Harold C. King at the controls. The arrival of the 
450 horsepower fire-fighting plane marked the 
introduction of the first aircraft ever owned by the 
Forest Service. 


Arguments Presented 
To Supreme Court on 
Anti-Labor Initiative 


The attack of the California State Federation of 
Labor on the ballot title of the vicious anti-labor 
initiative, “Labor,” was argued before the Cali- 
fornia State Supreme Court on Friday of last week, 
and five days were allowed both sides for the filing 
of briefs. With the filing of briefs last Wednesday, 
the court took the matter under submission, and 
must hand down a decision not later than Sep- 
tember 3, 

Intervenor in the Action 

The California Committee for Peace in Indus- 
trial Relations, sponsor of the measure which 
seeks to regulate picketing, boycotts, display of 
banners, strikes and other matters, were last min- 
ute intervenors in the action, being represented by 
Attorney Darwin Bryan of San Francisco. The 
Federation was represented by Attorney Clarence 
E. Todd. Assistant State Attorney General Robert 
Harrison appeared in behalf of Secretary of State 
Frank Jordan, who is the defendant in the action, 
which seeks to keep the initiative measure off the 
November ballot. : 

Counsel for the Federation based arguments on 
the contentions of the complaint previously filed 
that the title of the proposal is misleading and does 
not fully inform electors of the full purposes of 
the Act. 

Lack of Definitions Argued 

In the arguments Attorney Todd pointed out 
that the title refers to boycotting, which though 
not defined in the definitions of the measure is 
made illegal. It was also argued that the term “dis- 
play of banners” is nowhere defined, and that 
“lawful and unlawful picketing” are not defined as 
such, and this phase was argued in detail. 

Another major contention in the Federation’s 
arguments was that all thirteen definitions con- 
cerning words or phrases within the Act could 
well have been included in the title and summary. 

Particular attack was made on the definitions of 
“labor organization,” “coercion,” and “intimida- 
tion,” and the contention made that the title and 
summary give no clue to the definition of these 
terms in the body of the Act. 

Voters Should Not Be Deceived 


“It must be borne in mind that the matter of 
prime importance is that the electors who were 
asked to sign the measure, or who are to vote on 
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it at the election, should not be deceived as to the 
purpose and principal points,” counsel said. 

“The term ‘labor organization’ is defined so 
broadly that it is difficult to conceive the limits of 
the definition. Since almost everybody is an em- 
ployee of somebody, a definition which includes 
any one or more persons who in any part of their 
activity deal with employers in behalf of em- 
ployees, almost any group would come within the 
definition. 


“Certainly all organizations composed of em- 
ployees, such as teachers’ organizations, municipal 
employees, policemen, firemen, nurses, clerks, or 
secretaries’ clubs, would come under the definition 
of ‘labor organization,’ and any fraternal organiza- 
tion, religious organization, or temporary com- 
mittee which might at some time or another act 
on behalf of one or more employees in negotia- 
tions with the employer, would come within this 
definition. 


“Since the avowed purpose of the act is to limit 
drastically the activities of labor organizations, this 
broadening of the definition of ‘labor organization’ 
is a most serious matter.” 


“Joker” Pointed Out 

Counsel pointed out that Section 10 of the Act 
expressly authorizes an employee to request an 
employee of another employer to refuse to receive 
goods, wares or merchandise because of the exist- 
ence of a labor dispute. In other words, this sec- 
tion expressly authorizes an employee to ask an 
employee of another employer not to handle “hot 
cargo.” However, if the second employee complies 
with the request, Section 11 makes such refusal a 
just cause for dismissal. 


Numerous arguments and points of legal author- 
ity were cited in support of the various objections 
made by the State Federation of Labor counsel, 

————_@_____—_- 
S.R.A. TO OPEN CANNERY 


Directors of the State Relief Administration 
approved a proposal that the agency open a can- 
nery in Los Angeles to can surplus products from 
W.P.A. garden projects. The cannery, expected to 
employ 450 workers, preserve surplus foods for 
distribution to S.R.A. applicants, and cut relief 
food costs by $250,000 monthly, is announced to be 
opened in December. 


oe_______ 
Minimum Rates Prescribed to Stop 


Truck Wars in Eastern Territory 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has 
moved to stop truck wars by establishing mini- 
mum rates in practically the entire region north 
of the Ohio and Potomac rivers, and east of the 
Mississippi. New England, with part of New 
York, were separated from the rest of the terri- 
tory in the two rate decisions. 

“We are convinced,” says the I. C. C., “that 
an emergency does exist, which requires action on 
our part, and this is substantially admitted to be 
the fact by all concerned. This emergency is the 
product of the great and all pervasive element of 
competition from within and without the motor 
carrier industry, coupled with the very large num- 
ber of motor carriers.” 

This is the first time the I. C. C. has used the 
large powers given it by the motor carrier act. 
The commission, recognizing the experimental 
nature of its work, limited the New England rates 
to one year, and required the carriers to present 
at the end of six months new rate schedules. 
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Arbitration Proceeds 
In Waterfront Dispute 


A hearing opened in this city this week on the 
dispute between the Waterfront Employers’ Asso- 
ciation and the Longshoremen and Warehouse- 
men’s Union of the C. I. O. 

Employers claim that operation of the hiring 
hall, provided for in an existing agreement, has 
led to discrimination on the part of the union 
against experienced workers not members of the 
organization. It will be recalled that longshore- 
men desirous of retaining A. F. of L. affiliation 
have made claim to employment on the waterfront. 

Employers Claim Discrimination 

After the 1934 strike a registration list was made 
up of longshoremen who had been on company 
payrolls prior to the controversy. To supplement 
that list the agreement provided that names of 
workers should be brought before a joint com- 
mittee of employers and union members for ap- 
proval. Employers now claim that the union rep- 
resentative at the hiring hall sends out workers 
who are not on the probationary “permit” list and 
who have not been approved by the joint com- 
mittee. Negotiations between the union and the 
employers failed on the question of allowing the 
latter to place a full-time representative in the 
hiring hall. 

The present hearing is before Wayne Moore, 
dean of the University of Oregon law school, 
who has been named as arbitrator by a federal 
official under an agreement. 


Union’s Contention 

The attorney for the union contends that the 
placing of an employer representative in the hir- 
ing hall would violate the existing contract and 
that it would restore “company unionism.” Presen- 
tation in full of the union’s case will follow that 
of the employers, 

The arbitrator has denied the right of the 
A. F, of L. organization to intervene in the 
present hearing, stating that he is arbitrating a 
dispute between two parties and is without juris- 
diction in interunion disputes. 

eo 
ART EXHIBITION 

The prize exhibition of drawings and prints, 
sponsored by the San Francisco Art Association, 
is now on display at the Museum of Art. It will 
be open, free to the public, until September 18 
from noon until 10 p. m. on week days and from 
1 to 4 on Sundays. The exhibition contains 225 
works—95 drawings and 130 prints—selected by a 
jury from the original 625 items submitted by 
artists throughout the nation. 


o—_ — 


Another C. I. O. Revolt 


A United Press dispatch says the Federation of 
Woolen and Worsted Workers of America has 
thrown its support to a revolt against allegedly 
high-handed methods of the textile workers’ organ- 
izing committee, C. I. O, affiliate. 

Some 250 delegates to a special conference of 
the federation unanimously approved recommenda 
tions proposed by President Francis Gorman ot 
the United Textile Workers of America to “sal- 
vage” the textile organization from “self-consti- 


tuted” leaders. 


One of the recommendations called for the nam- 


ing of an executive council to supplement the gov- 
erning board of seven—now allegedly without a 
single textile-worker member—in directing C. I. O. 
activities in the textile industry. 
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Culinary and Hotel 
Workers’ Convention 


The Twenty-ninth General Convention of the 
Hotel and Restaurant Employees’ International 
Union and Bartenders’ International League of 
America adjourned its session in the Civic Audi- 
torium here Sunday last, after handling a record 
volume of business and resolutions. 

High point of the convention was the election 
of officers, which followed a heated contest for 
the general presidency as well as for several of 
the vice-presidential positions. 

Flore and Hesketh Re-elected 

Edward Flore, general president of the inter- 
national for twenty-seven years, defeated George 
McClane, vice president, of Chicago, by a vote 
of 1049 to 614. Flore was nominated by Emanuel 
Kovaleski of Rochester, who has performed the 
same service each time that Flore has run for 
the office. 

Robert B. Hesketh was unanimously re-elected 
secretary after Hugo Ernst of San Francisco 
declined to run for the office. In declining to 
accept the nomination Ernst made a plea for 
unity, and said: “Bob Hesketh has been a good 
secretary. It is not right to punish him for the 
stand he has taken on the presidency. This is a 
democratic organization and every one has the 
right to vote for whom he pleases. I feel sure 
that Bob Hesketh will work in harmony and 
co-operation with our president.” Ernst also said 
that any position which would take him away 
from San Francisco and the local labor move- 
ment with which he has worked for thirty-five 
years would not be tempting to him. 

Vice-Presidents Named 

Other officers elected were eleven district vice- 
presidents, as follows: John Kearney, Miguel 
Gariga, Fred Rasser, Edward Miller, Edward 
Burns, J. M. Osborn, Al Killday, Gertrude Sweet, 
Hugo Ernst, and T. J. Hanafin, No election was 
held for the third district, in which a vice presi- 
dent will later be appointed by the general execu- 
tive board. 

Bea Tumber and Olivia Moore, two Pacific 
Coast residents, were elected women vice-presi- 
dents at large. George E. Brown will represent 
the dining car employees and George McNamara 
the hotel and service workers’ group. Delegates 
to the American Federation of Labor convention 
to be held in Houston are Chris Lane, Emanuel 
Kovaleski, Louis Konig, Nathan 
Helen Caren. 

Toledo was chosen as the convention city for 


the thirtieth biennial meeting of the international 
in 1940. 


Messing and 


Inaugurate Peace Move 

The convention acted favorably on a resolution 
submitted by Local 302 of New York demanding 
that the executive council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor take steps to immediately resume 
negotiations with the C. I. O. and that it recog- 
nize the policy of industrial unionism for the basic 
mass production industries. The resolution also 
calls for the establishment of a committee of 
unions not directly involved in jurisdictional dis- 
putes to straighten out all jurisdictional differences 
that exist between the unions of the C. I. O. and 
the A. F. of L. 

With a large amount of unfinished business at 
the end of the convention the general executive 
board of the International continued to meet 
here to act upon resolutions submitted by the 
resolutions and organization committees. In ses- 
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sion here this week, the board will pass on the 
recommendations of both committees. The com- 
mittee will also act upon several resolutions call- 
ing for appropriations by the international to 
prosecute organization campaigns in chain 
taurants and hotels throughout the country. 

Appointment of a state organizer for New 
Jersey, where the activities of Mayor Hague 
threaten the welfare of labor, was indorsed by 
the convention. 

Dining Car Employees’ Progress 

Showing surprising growth and development, the 
Joint Council of Dining Car Employees’ unions of 
the international made an impressive report to 
the convention. Recently organized, this depart- 
ment now has a membership of over 7000, 

In closing the convention President Flore said: 
“I trust that as a result of the many activities 
of this convention there will be no ill feeling 
on the part of the delegates. The work of the 
convention was in accordance with the wishes 
of the majority. When we leave this convention 
and this convention city let us forget any differ- 
ences that may have existed and let us all work 
harder in trying to make our international union 
not only one of 200,000 members but let us try 
to double our membership between now and the 
next convention,” 

The delegates and officials were all hearty in 
praise of their San Francisco hosts, who, com- 
posed of the six culinary locals here, exerted them- 
selves in an attempt 
convention. 


Fes- 


to outdo every previous 
SP oe 
RETAIN SHORTER WORK WEEK 

More than 6000 workers in the knit goods indus- 
try in New York City have ratified an agreement 
reached with manufacturers which retains. the 
thirty-five-hour week, although the employers had 
sought to increase it to forty hours. 
dad 


Decision Against Ford 


A National Labor Relations Board trial exam- 
iner recommended to the board this week that it 
order the Ford Motor Company to reinstate 400 
strikers at its Long Beach assembly plant and 
grant sole bargaining rights to the United Auto- 
mobile Workers of America. 

The examiner ruled that the company had vio- 
lated the Wagner act by refusing on three differ- 
ent occasions to bargain with the U. A. W. The 
report marked the fifth Ford case in which either 
the board itself or one of its examiners had found 


the company guilty of violating the labor relations 
statute. 


The examiner’s report was made public by the 
board a few hours aiter it had taken under advise- 
ment the issue in the “little steel” strike of 1937— 
whether the Wagner Act requires an employer to 
sign a union contract if agreement is reached in 
collective bargaining. 


State Primary Election 
Will Be Held Tuesday 


Labor has a vital interest in the selection of 
party candidates for office at the state primary 
election, which will be held next Tuesday, August 
30. At this time those who are registered under 
the banner of any of the various political parties 
will have an opportunity to express a choice for 
the nominee of the party with which they are 
affiliated. It behooves each member of union labor 
to participate in selecting such nominees, at the 
same time remembering the slogan of the Ameri- 
can Federation of “Reward 
and defeat enemies!” 

At the election in San Francisco next Tuesday 
the voters will be called upon to choose party can- 
didates for the following state offices: Governor, 
lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, controller, 
treasurer, attorney general, superintendent of pub- 
lic instruction, member of the board of equaliza- 
tion (in District No. 1); also for United States 
senator, representatives of Congress for the Fourth 
and Fifth districts, state senator (for San Fran- 
cisco city and county), members of the Assembly 
(in various districts of the city), members of the 
political party county central committees, and 
eight judges of the Superior Court. 

The names of all candidates for superior judge 
will appear on each of the party ballots, this of- 
fice being upon a non-partisan basis. For the 
latter office, however, there are contests in only 
three of the eight departments of the court. 

Polls will be open at 7 o’clock a. m. and close 
at 8 p.m. The electors are advised by the regis- 
trar to study the sample ballots carefully, which 
have already been mailed to each qualified voter, 
and to vote early. 


Labor, our friends, 


our 
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Hotel Arbitrators 


Representatives of the hotel employees’ unions, 
and of the Hotel Association, the latter represent- 
ing the employers, have agreed upon nine persons 
as prospective arbitrators in the pending contro- 
versies in the hotel industry. 

The final choice for members of the board will 


be by lot, and will consist of the first five agree- 
ing to serve from among the nine names sub- 
mitted. Names of those who have been agreed 
upon are being withheld. 
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~Runo’ the Hook 


By GEO. S. HOLLIS 
President Typographical Union No. 21 

There was a good attendance at the August 
meeting of Typographical Union No. 21, held last 
Sunday. While the session was long, there was 
not a dull moment and the interest manifested 
was sufficient to hold the attention of the members 
to the end. Following is a resume of the proceed- 
ings: Notwithstanding a meeting of the executive 
committee preliminary to the main session was 
found necessary, the latter was called to order at 
1:05 p. m. with the roll call of officers showing 
three absentees, all of whom were excused because 
of sickness or absence from the city. . . . The 
names of three members were added to the sus- 
pended list. .. . The membership statement showed 
an enrollment of 1519 on August 20, against 1530 
on July 17... . There was but one application 
for membership, that of Edward R. Traub, which 
was given its initial reading and referred to com- 
mittee. . . . The recommendations of the appren- 
tice committee on the six apprentices examined 
and instructed at its August meeting were all 
concurred in and the report approved as a whole. 
A. L. Reimers was obligated as an apprentice 
member. . . . With the union concurring in the 
report of the membership committee, John A. 
Newman was admitted to journeyman member- 
ship. The proposed addition to the local 
general laws affecting priority on day and night 
work which was introduced at the July meeting 
was adopted by a substantial majority after a 
somewhat long and animated discussion. . . . The 
petitions of Messrs. Hector Sagasty and John W. 
Hein for honorable withdrawal cards were favor- 
ably considered... . The Labor Day Committee 
presented a comprehensive report on arangements 
that are under way for the union’s participation 
in the observance of organized labor's big day on 
Monday, September 5. With the inspiring music 
that will be furnished by a peppy twenty-piece 
band and the introduction of novelties provided 
by the committee the union is bound to receive 
its share of attention on its march to the Civic 
Center. (Watch this column for details next 
week). . . . The sports and entertainment com- 
mittee also presented a report which held the 
interest of the members and caused favorable 
comment following adjournment of the meeting 
on the rather elaborate program outlined by the 
comnittee. The scale committee presented 
a detailed review of its activities. Its report of 
progress was adopted. . . . One application for 
the old-age pension was approved. . D. A. 
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LABOR CLARION 


Pease, a graduate of the I. T..U. course of lessons 


in printing, was accorded a hearty cheer following | 


the presentation of his diploma by the presi- 
dent. ... 


silence for one minute out of respect to. the 
memory of Charles P. Howard, late president of 
the International Typographical Union. 

While it was an event of more than a month 
ago, it became a matter of news to their many 
friends only this week—the marriage of Robert G. 
Vernor of the “Examiner” Chapel and Mrs. 
Patricia Rice, we mean. The ceremony was per- 


formed July 16 in the study of Rev. Julian Mc- | 


Pheeters of Glide Memorial Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. Few printers have a greater num- 
ber of acquaintances throughout the I. T. U. 
jurisdiction than “Bob” Vernor, all of whom, 
when they learn of his marriage, will wish him 
and his bride the happiest of journeys through 
life. 


NOTE—The Typographical Union will march 
in the THIRD DIVISION of the Labor Day 
parade. This division forms on Steuart street, and 
the union’s particular place in the division will be 
announced later. 

Amedeo Tommasini, a member of the union’s 
apprentice committee and long identified with the 
Schwabacher-Frey chapel, has withdrawn his 
traveling card to accept a position in the com- 
posing room of the University Press, Berkeley. 
Through the transfer of Mr. Tommasini’s mem- 
bership to Oakland Union San Francisco Union 
will suffer the loss of his valuable and highly 
appreciated services on its apprentice committee. 
His skill as a job printer is widely known. He 
was interested in the apprentices registered with 
the union and unselfishly contributed his time and 
talent to their proper development into competent 


journeymen. We wish him all success in his new 
field. 


The “Shopping News” softball team in the San 


Francisco Recreational League captured the 
championship by winning both games in the 
championship playoff. Playing the Mantle club in 


the Recreational Department Class “A” division, © 


“Shopping News” carried off the honors, 5-0 and 
18-3, 

Crippled, aged or infirm members of No. 21 
who are unable to participate in the Labor Day 
parade, and who are desirous of witnessing the 
Pageant, may procure tickets for seats in the stand 
at the Civic Center by phoning this office, and 
such application will be turned over to the union’s 
committee. It should be understood the supply 
of tickets will be extremely limited and _ that 
“priority” will be in order. Tickets are for adults 
only, and will admit two. The union’s committee 
will not receive the tickets until tomorrow night. 

Herbert M. Hill, president of Sacramento 
Typographical Union; M. A. Hamilton of Fresno 
Union, and H. H. Dean of San Jose Union, San 
Francisco visitors over the week-end, attended last 
Sunday’s meeting of the local Typographical 
Union, Mr. Hamilton was-en route to Santa Cruz 
on official business. 

The legion of friends of Frank A. Stender, for 
many years superintendent of the Knight- 
Counihan printing plant, will regret to learn of 
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Prior to adjournment of the meeting — 
at 5:50 p. m. those present stood in reverential | 


Friday, August: 26, 1938 


his serious illness. Frank is temporarily making 
his home in the beautiful environs of Los Altos 
as a part of the course he has planned with a view 
to regaining his health. 


“Chronicle” Chapel Notes—By C. F. C. 

Don McCarthy returned from his vacation trip 
to the Northwest, where he visited with rela- 
tives. . . . Willis Hall’s condition is reported as 
unchanged. Mr. Hall is suffering from effects of 
an automobile accident. As is often the case in 
automobile accidents, the actual injury is only 
incident to the complications that develop, and 
so it was in Mr, Hall’s case... . J. H. Mc- 
Dermott, or we should say, “Mickey” McDermott, 
enjoyed a few days on the Russian River... . Fred 
McCallum and family have returned from their 
extended trip East. . . . Coin collectors, see Van 
Schaick. Van had a three-cent (American) coin 
given him in change the other night, and says 
“best offer takes it.” 

Pension remark: That Pontiac automobile of 
Andy Ward’s will be eligible for the $30 a week. 
We delete credit for this for fear of civil war or 
libel action. 


Observation by Steve Pryor, apprentice boy, 
just starting his term on the machine: “Why not 
air cushions on the chairs?” 

If you are not a member of the Chronicle 
Mutual Benefit Society, investigate. 


Softball Notes 


The San Francisco Typographical Union soft- 
ball team clashes with its perennial hoodoo, the 
California Cable Car Railroad Company, Sunday, 
10 a. m., at James Rolph Jr. diamond, Potrero 
avenue and Army street. “We're going to win 
this game,” said Manager Blackford. “When I 
phoned Frank Harris, Cable Car manager, and 
scheduled the game, I warned him we were fight- 
ing mad. Before we hung up a sizeable bet was 
laid on the outcome.” . .. No. 21 has the 
material. More strength was added last Sunday, 
with the addition of John Newman, a first-class 
catcher, and Mickey Morris, former third-sacker 
for Damner Bros., Pacific Coast League softball 
champions. So all you ball fans come out and see 
the best team No. 21 has fielded this year! A little 
rooting and spirited backing wouldn’t harm the 
boys in the least... . Both afternoon and eve- 
ning practices are held. ... The afternoon session 
is Wednesday, 1 p. m., and evening workout 
Thursday, 6:15 p. m. . , . Harvey Bell, who has 
been directing the team, is on a prolonged vaca- 
tion, which includes a golf tournament or two, 
and the I. T. U. convention in Birmingham. . . . 
The new Sunday Morning League will have six- 
teen teams—eight teams to a division. That means 
a seven-game schedule. Several teams from the 
past league have entered. The blue-and-gold soft- 
ball suits are awaiting the fifteen men who will 
be chosen to carry No. 21’s banner into the fray. 


Golf Notes : 

On Sunday, August 28, at 10 a. m., the sports 
committee of San Francisco Typographical Union 
No. 21 will conduct its first golf tournament at 
Sharp Park; eighteen holes of golf at medal play 
with gross prizes. Prizes will be awarded by blind 
bogey draw. There will be two prizes in each 
classification, one on blind draw and one for low 
gross, one prize for low score for the day and 
one prize for the highest score. Classifications will 
be A, 70-80; B, 80-90; C, 90-100; D, 100-115; E, all 
over 115. Drawings for foursomes will be made 
Sunday morning previous to start of play. 

Approximately 50 typographers have entered the 
tournament and several other members of the 
union have signified their intention of being on 
hand for this inaugural golfing event. It’s not 
too late to place your name on the entry list. 
Let’s get together! 
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... Mailer Notes 


By LEROY C. SMITH 

The August meeting of No. 18 had a 65 per cent 
attendance. Much discussion both pro and con on 
several subjects made the meeting unusually long. 
The spirit of co-operation which has been manifest 
since secession from the M. T. D. U. was again 
demonstrated, with good will and harmony pre- 
vailing. 

P. R. (Ray) Gaskill, delegate to the I. T. U. 
convention at Birmingham, Ala., with his “benzine 
chariot” tuned for long distance, accompanied by 
his wife, expects to leave for the convention Fri- 
day, August 26. 

A. L. Whitaker, delegate to the I. T. U. conven- 
tion from Los Angeles Mailers’ Union, tarried 
briefly in this city visiting chapels last Monday. 

Despite the increased “tax” of 25 cents per 
member (which was never sent to referendum 
vote), the M. T. D. U. continues to drift finan- 
cially: Balance, May, 1938, $3278.27; balance, June 
30, 1928, $3569.63. June receipts, $926.80; disburse- 
ments, $635.44. Munro Roberts, president; Harold 
Mitchell, vice-president; Rand Anderson, secretary- 
treasurer, services and expenses for June, 1938, 
$556.34. Its officers, therefore, spent all but $79.10 
of the receipts for June of $635.44. 

The M. T. D. U. officers and the President of 
Chicago union are advocating that all mailers 
affiliate with their plan for a proposed “new” M. 
T. D. U. Dealing in generalities but furnishing no 
facts and figures, they state an improved M. T. 
D. U. can be created by having a committee com- 
posed of several members of M. T. D. U. and “out- 
law” unions hold a round-table pow-wow and re- 
vise M. T. D. U. laws—doubtless followed by 
mailer conventions and referendums, they imagine. 
And while these self-seeking politicians and self- 
appointed “leaders” of mailers make rosy promises 
of all mailers once again becoming a “happy fam- 
ily” under the banner of their fantistic scheme of a 
“new” M. T. D. U., it would be wise for mailers 
to put their thinking caps on. Make an investiga- 
tion of the conditions said to exist in those unions 
whose officers and spokesmen presume to speak 
for the mailer welfare. But so long as the mailer 
injunction exists certain mailer members may be 
expected to aspire to dominate, if possible, the 
working mailer. Simply the old story of the strug- 
gle for power and fat political jobs, “services and 
expenses” of alleged leaders who cry “mailers 
should govern mailers,’ when mailer unions are 
given greater autonomy under the I. T. U. than 
mailers under any other international. A trade dis- 
trict union is “excess baggage,” or taxation with- 
out benefits. 


————— eee 
WARNS U. S. EMPLOYEES 
The United States Civil Service Commission has 
warned all federal civil service employees against 
participating in political campaigns. Describing its 
warning as “routine,” the commission ordered 
posters, listing forbidden activities, put up in fed- 
eral offices. Among the activities prohibited were 
use of campaign stickers on automobiles. 


——— eg 
More Building Unions Back Plan 
To Stabilize Pay and Employment 


Ten more building trades councils affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor and fourteen 
additional local unions have reported to the United 
State Housing Authority that they have adopted 
resolutions intended to obviate the possibility of 
any stoppages of work on low-rent housing proj- 
ects to be built with U. S. H. A. loans. 

Thus seventy building trades councils and 184 
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local unions have adopted the resolutions which 
provide that jurisdictional disputes arising on these 
projects shall be referred for adjustment to the 
proper authorities, without stoppage of work and 
that existing wage rates when the project is begun 
shall remain in effect. 
2 Eee 
ACTIVE IN SHELLEY’S BEHALF 

Headquarters of John F. Shelley, candidate for 
State Senator for the city and county of San 
Francisco, announce a whirlwind campaign in his 
behalf is marking the closing days of the con- 
test. Among those having made recent statements 
and now active in his support through indorse- 
ment or otherwise are: Rabbi Weinstein, of the 
School for Jewish Studies; Andrew J. Gallagher, 
former supervisor; Veterans Democratic Club, J. 
Bruce Jones, president; Slavic-American Demo- 
cratic Club, Frank Corvin, organizer; Melvin Belli, 
chairman of the executive committee of the Young 
Republicans; Joseph C. Sharp, attorney, and presi- 
dent of the Order of Cincinnatus; Mrs. Anna C. 
Wellbrock, who is active in civic affairs, and the 
Musicians’ John F. Shelley Club. 

—————_-@______—_ 


Clerks’ Union Demands 
Refused by Employers 


Following what is declared by the union to be 
an employers’ ultimatum that it drop certain of its 
demands which have been made in recent nego- 
tiations for a new wage agreement, Department 
Store Clerks’ Union No. 1100 held a meeting in 
Dreamland Auditorium last Wednesday night, at- 
tended by 5000 members, to hear reports from its 
committee on the existing situation. 

Demands of the employers were reported to the 
gathering. These were that the union, as a basis 
for further negotiations, drop its proposals for the 
five-day and_ thirty-five-hour week, storewide 
seniority, and the union shop. 

Following consideration of the report the mem- 
bers adopted the following recommendation of the 
union’s committee: “The negotiating committee 
unanimously recommends that the negotiating 
committee be empowered to inaugurate a strike 
at such time as it deems necessary, subject to the 
approval of the committee of the San Francisco 
Labor Council.” 

The special committee of the San Francisco 
Labor Council, named this week to advise with 
unions which have disputes with their employers, 
had earlier met with the department store employ- 
ers’ committee in an effort to adjust the differ- 
ences. John A. O’Connell of the Labor Council 
committee at this meeting said to the employers: 
“If war is created we will have to sit down in the 
end anyway. Why don’t you avail yourselves of 
the opportunity now?” 

The union’s representative on the negotiating 
committee has asked that the employers submit a 
complete counter-proposal instead of taking up 
the union’s proposal section by section. The em- 
ployers’ representative states that nineteen meet- 
ings have been held with the union committee in 
an attempt to reach an understanding, and that 
if the union insisted upon the above-mentioned 
demands there would be no further need for hold- 
ing meetings. 
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A. F. of L. Advances 


Substantial increases in membership of unions 
affiliated with the American Federation of Labor, 
and also of the California State Federation of 
Labor, are reported from headquarters of the latter 
body. 


Telegraphic advices from rank Morrison, sec- 
retary of the A. F. of L., are that membership 
of affiliated international, local and federal unions 
has increased 1,130,891 since the suspension of the 
ten international unions in September of 1936. The 
advice came in connection with an appeal for all 
unions to put their organizations in good standing 
before the end of the fiscal year, August 31. This 
increase may be augmented by fairly heavy re- 
ports from local unions for this month. Morrison’s 
message said. 

Increases in California union membership during 
the past year will result in making the 1938 con- 
vention at Santa Barbara next month the largest 
in point of attendance in the history of the Fed- 
eration. Steady increases in the membership of 
various federal and other affiliated unions, the 
establishment of new unions, and affiliation of 
many old unions, will bring the State Federation’s 
membership to a new high mark, 


preliminary 
audits are said to indicate, 


Reports for the first three quarterly periods of 
the fiscal year have shown steady increases, and 
there is every indication that more than 1000 dele- 
gates will attend the Santa Barbara meeting, com- 
pared to 520 only two years ago. 

> 


INDORSEMENTS FOR McLAUGHLIN 

Supporters of John P. McLaughlin, candidate 
for the Assembly in the Twenty-fourth district 
of San Francisco, point out that in addition to 
being himself a staunch Democrat he comes from 
a family which has been strongly identified with 
that party for more than a half century. Mc- 
Laughlin has the indorsement of the Young 
Democrats, San Francisco Progressive Democrats, 
Twenty-Fourth Assembly District Democratic 
Club, Democratic Delegates to National Conven- 
tion Association, and the San Francisco Demo- 
cratic Club. Other organizations which are giving 
him support are: The League of Women Voters, 
San Francisco Property Owners’ League, Civic 
League of Improvement Clubs, the Public Health 
League of California, and the Gas Tax League, 
Inc., the latter a statewide organization sponsoring 
equitable distribution of gas tax funds and legisla- 
tion affecting ownership and operation of automo- 
biles. Joseph P. Osterloh is directing Mclaugh- 
lin’s campaign. 
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S. F. Labor Council 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Room 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 6304. 


Synopsis of Minutes of Meeting Held Friday 
Evening, August 19, 1938 


Called to order at 8:15 p.m. by President John 
F. Shelley. 
Roll Call of Officers—AIl1 present. 


Minutes of Previous Meeting — Approved as 
printed in Labor Clarion. 


Credentials—Newsvendors’ Union, James Mace 
vice J. P. Murray. Delegate seated. 

Communications—Filed: American Federation of 
Actors will give a benefit ball for the benefit of 
the union, due to losses during the economic de- 
pression, on November 6, 1938. Office Employees 
No. 13188, copy of protest against John P. Frey, 
in regard to recent publicity against Organizer 
William T. Bonsor of that union. Delegate White 
of Warehousemen’s Union, thanking delegates of 
Council who voted for him as delegate to the 
Santa Barbara convention. Copy of letter fom 
Thomas Udell, protesting to the San Francisco 
Branch of the American League for Peace and 
Democracy denying that he was connected in any 
way with a pamphlet published by that organiza- 
tion and authorized by “Committee for the Defense 
of Civil Rights,” nor had he permitted his name to 
be used on any publication issued under that 
authority. Copy of letter issued by the Contra 
Costa Central Labor Council to Senator Robert 
La Follette, requesting an investigation of the 
Associated Farmers of California. Photo-Engrav- 
ers’ International Union, acknowledging receipt of 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the “‘We Don’t 
Patronize List’? of the San Francisco Labor 
Council. Members of Labor Unions and sympa- 
thizers are requested to cut this out and Post it. 


Austin Studio, 833 Market. 

B & G Sandwich Shops. 

Beauty Shops at 133 Geary. 

Boussum Photographic Studios, 2320 Mission, 
133 Geary. 

Curtis Publishing Co., publishers of “Saturday 
Evening Post,” ‘Ladies’ Home Journal,” 
“Country Gentleman.” 

Dial Radio Shop, 1955 Post. 

Don's Dollar Sedan Service, 925 Larkin. 

F. M. Rowles’ service stations at Tenth and Mis- 
sion, Tenth and Bryant, Twelfth and How- 
ard, Post and Larkin, Haight and Stanyan 
and San Jose and Alemany. 

Forderer Cornice Works. 269 Potrero. 

Golden State Bakery, 1840 Polk. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of overalls and 
workingmen’s clothing. 

Gordon's Sea Food Grotto, Ferry Building. 

Haas Bros. Candy Stores. 

Howard Automobile Company. 

Kroehler Furniture Manufacturing Company. 

L. C. Smith Typewriter Company, 545 Market. 

Navlett Seed Company, 423 Market. 

O’Keefe-Merritt Stove Co. Products, Los An- 
geles. 

Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom. 

Photo-Chrome Company, 4240 Hollis, Emery- 
ville. 

Pig ’n’ Whistle Candy Stores. 

Remington-Rand Inc., 509 Market. 

Riggs Optical Company, Flood Build’ng. 

Royal Typewriter Company, 153 Kearny. 

Standard Oil Company. 

Stanford University Hospital, Clay and Webster 
streets. 

Underwood Typewriter Company, 53! Market. 

Woodstock Tynewriter Company, 21 Second. 

: Wooldridge Tractor Equipment Company, 
Sunnyvale, California. 

All Non-Union. independent taxicabs. 

Barber shops that do not display the shop card 

‘of the Journeymen Barbers’ Union are unfair. 

Beauty Shops that do not display the shop card 
of Hair Dressers and Cosmetologists’ Union 


No. 148-A are unfair. 
eee 


LABOR CLARION 


San Francisco Labor Council’s invitation to hold 
their 1939 convention in San Francisco. 

Referred to the Executive Committee—Building 
Service Employees No. 87, complaint against ten 
companies for violations of contract regulations. 
Millmen No. 42, complaint against Shirar-Young 
Company, 1450 Van Ness avenue. Leather and 
Pocketbook Workers, complaint against I. Lampert 
Company, 709 Mission street. Garage Employees, 
wage scale and agreement. Grocery Clerks No. 
648, requesting strike sanction against Hokamp’s 
Bakery, 1614 Polk street; also, wage scale and 
agreement in behalf of bakery sales girls. Contri- 
butions to Mooney and Billings fund: From Civil 
Service Janitors No. 66, $5; from San Francisco 
Say Area A. F. of L. Committee: by Carpenters 
No. 36 of Oakland, $450; by Miscellaneous Em- 
ployees No. 110, $100; by Cooks No. 44, $100. 

Referred to Officers—Letter from Central Labor 
Council of Portland as to their understanding of 
the union conditions of the Irwin-Hodson Com- 
pany of Portland, Ore. From the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, request to appoint a committee to 
work in support of the federal wage and hour act 
and make known how unorganized workers can 
attain standards through organization into unions. 

Report of Executive Committee—Complaint of 
Warehousemen No. 860 against W. P. Fuller 
Conipany was heard, and referred to the secre- 
tary to secure their adherence to agreement to 
employ union men. Complaint of Machine Oper- 
ators’ Union against Bullard Manufacturing Com- 
pany, 275 Eighth street, also referred to the sec- 
retary. Controversy of Circular Distributors 
against Gallant Mattress Company, 55 Duboce 
street, after some discussion was referred to the 
parties to work out an adjustment; the same 
complaint against Towne Cleaners and 
Dyers, after a hearing was referred to the secre- 
tary to secure an adjustment; the wage scale and 
agreement of the same union was indorsed subject 
to indorsement of the international union, with the 
usual admonition. The controversy of Laundry 
Drivers, inside and outside drivers, with the Laun- 
dry Owners’ Association, and affecting a number 
of unions such as laundry workers, teamsters and 
others, discussed by representatives of all 
several hours, and it was finally 
agreed to recommend to all the unions involved 
that all workers return to work, and that the nego- 
tiations between the Laundry Owners and the 
Drivers be resumed immediately for the purpose 
of bringing about an adjustment, and that a sub- 
committee be appointed to take part in the nego- 
tiations to consist of Brothers O’Connell and Kid- 
well. Report concurred in, 

Reports of Unions—Department Store Em- 
ployees, struck the Kress and Newberry stores 
because of their refusal to renew last year’s agree- 
ment; the union has been conferring with depart- 
ment store employers and has reached an impasse; 
the union will hold a special meeting to discuss the 
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situation. The Sailors have renewed an agreement 
with steam schooner operators, and are making 
real progress organizing on the East Coast and on 
the Gulf, notwithstanding the opposition of the 
C. I. O. Auto Mechanics No. 1305 have elected 
delegates to the State Federation of Labor con- 
vention; are conferring with the employers for a 
new agreement, and have agreed except the provi- 
sion for the life of the agreement. Building Ser- 
vice Employees No. 87 are conferring with the 
lumber dealers on a new agreement. Civil Service 
Employees Local 66-A will dance at Moose Hall 
August 27. Apartment House Janitors are nego- 
tiating a new agreement with the Apartment 
House Operators, and making progress. Masters, 
Mates and Pilots No. 90 have signed an agreement 
with ship owners. Production Machine Operators 
are progressing with employers, and seriously 
object to Exposition officials letting contracts out- 
side this city for the making of license plates. 
Office Employees are meeting unfavorable condi- 
tions existing in the warehouses in this city; will 
take steps to secure relief for their members by 
holding a raffle, and request all to assist. 

New Business—Moved to invite the American 
Federation of Labor to hold its 1939 convention in 
this city; motion carried. Moved to empower the 
chair to appoint a Committee of Five to act and 
advise with the affiliated unions in dealing with 
the many problems confronting the unions of this 
Council; after discussion, the motion was carried. 
It was moved and seconded that the law and legis- 
lative committee be instructed to report on the 
fitness of candidates for indorsement at the com- 
ing election. Point of order raised and sustained by 
the chair that this would be in violation of labor’s 
primary election practice, : 

It was moved that the Fern and Olga Beauty 
Salon be removed from the unfair list; motion 
carried. Moved that Florsheim Shoe Company 
Stores be removed from the unfair list; motion 
carried. 

Receipts, $1008; expenditures, $3918.62. 

Council adjourned at 10:15 p. m. 

JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 


Judge Ward Nominated 


Governor Merriam announced this week that he 
will nominate Judge Louis H. Ward of the Su- 
perior Court of San Francisco for Associate Jus- 
tice of the Appellate Court, First District, 

Under the new law the governor’s nomination 
will first have to be confirmed by the state com- 
mission on judiciary nominations, the latter con- 
sisting of the chief justice of the supreme court, 
the attorney general and the presiding justice of 
the appellate court to which the nominee is named. 
The nominee’s name will then go on the Novem- 
ber ballot for a “yes” or “no” vote on confirma- 
tion by the people. Failure to confirm would direct 
the governor to name another person for the 
position, 

Judge Ward will take the place of Associate 
Justice D. A. Cashin, who has announced his vol- 
untary retirement from the bench. 
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Labor Day Committee 


Minutes of Meeting Held in San Francisco Labor 
Temple Saturday Evening, August 20, 1938. 
Called to order at 8 p. m. by Chairman John F. 
Shelley. 
Roll Call of Officers—All present. 
Minutes of Previous Meeting—Approved as read 
by the secretary. 


Communications—From Musicians’ Union No. 
6, offering objections to the appearance in the 
Labor Day parade of bands made up of members 
of various unions who do not hold membership in 
the American Federation of Musicians, citing ap- 
pearances of a band of warehousemen in the 
C. I. O. parade, and non-members parading with 
blacksmiths; also stating they will object to all 
musical performers not members of their union or 
the American Federation of Musicians. Laundry 
Workers No. 26 have voted to parade and levied 
fine of $2 on all who fail to parade. Municipal 


Park Employees also voted to parade. From Cali- | 


fornia State Utilities Laborers No. 1256, and Gas 
Appliance and Stove Fitters No. 1226, stating they 
will not parade as organizations, but individual 
members may turn out with sister organizations. 
Parade formation of Joint Council of Teamsters— 
Teamsters, Retail Delivery Drivers, Garage Em- 
ployees, Chauffeurs, Warehousemen, Milk Wagon 
Drivers, with a float in the line of march. 

Reports of Committees—Float Committee states 
it Can save cost to unions consulting and receiving 
the advice of committee in regard to construction 
of floats. Committee approved the design for the 
float of Pharmacists’ Union. Unions are urged to 
speed up their preparations for floats. Committee 
will meet each Tuesday evening in rooms of the 
District Council of Carpenters, on second floor, 
200 Guerrero street. 

Parade Committee asked that union drivers be 
employed to drive all floats. 


Music Committee wanted all to realize that 
musicians have work to perform and not simply 
play; that this occasion is one of the great oppor- 
tunities for employment, and no union should over- 
look that fact and do its share to give a chance 
to members of their trade. 

The Loud Speaker Committee will require but a 
single copy of each union’s statement, but would 
like to secure that statement as quickly as it can 
be made out. 

The Uniform Committee has been approached 
by only a few unions and would remind delegates 
of the necessity to order uniforms without delay. 

Reports of Unions—Auto Mechanics No. 1305 
have arranged to increase their parade formation 
by turnouts from Oakland, Vallejo, San Rafael, 
Santa Rosa and San Mateo. Painters No. 1158 
have invited the District Council of Painters to 
take part in the parade. Milk Wagon Drivers will 
turn out. Hospital Workers have secured a holiday 
and will turn out strong, and with a float. Retail 
Clerks of all the locals will parade. Asbestos 
Workers will march in uniforms. Candy Workers 
will march in force. The Visiting Committee is 
requested to attend the meeting of the Ice Wagon 
Drivers, also the Hair Dressers, and give them a 
“pep” talk. The chairman of the Labor Day Com- 
mittee was requested to attend the meeting of 
Machinists’ Lodge No. 68. The Building Service 
Employees of all the local unions expect to make 
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a big turnout. Can Workers invited a committee 
to visit their union. 

Drawing for positions in the line of march re- 
sulted as follows: 

First Division (Theatrical Division)—Forms on 
Embarcadero, north from Market, 

Second Division (Metal Trades Council) —Forms 
on Embarcadero, south from Market. 

Third Division (Labor Council) — Forms on 
Steuart street, south from Market. 

Fourth Division (Joint Council of Teamsters) — 
Forms on Spear street, south from Market. 

Fifth Division (Building Trades)—Forms on 
Drumm street, north from Market. 

Sixth Division (Retail Clerks)—Forms on Main 
street, south from Market. 

Moved, seconded and carried that all unions 
march in formation of eight persons abreast. 

Moved, seconded and carried, that each organi- 
zation, after passing the reviewing stand, proceed 
along the line of march to the intersection of Polk 
street and Golden Gate avenue, where the parade 
disbands, so as to prevent congestion in front of 
the grandstand. 

Committee adjourned at 9:15 p. m. 

JOHN A. O'CONNELL, Secretary. 
—_@_ = 


Warehouse Shutdowns 
Over “Hot Cargo Car” 


A total of forty-three warehouses in San Fran- 
cisco and Oakland had been closed up to Wednes- 
day night due to the “hot cargo car” situation. 

This car, which is loaded with supplies for the 
Woolworth chain stores—claimed by the union as 
having been loaded by strikebreakers, and by the 
employers that its loading was by store execu- 
tives—has been switched to various warehouses 
during the week. At each warehouse members of 
the Warehousemen’s Union (C. I. O.) have de- 
clined to unload the car and have then 
promptly paid off and discharged. 

Announcement was made by the Association 
of San Francisco Distributors that various of its 
members have decided to stop operations because 
of “demoralized competitive conditions.” This was 
interpreted by the unions as meaning that indus- 
tries which do not have spur tracks on which the 
“hot car” can be received are being closed in a 
“sympathetic shutdown.” 

The association has presented a plan for settle- 
ment of the controversy, but this had been re- 
jected by the unions, and the latter were prepared 
to offer a counter-proposal at a meeting to be 
held yesterday in an effort to reach agreement. 
The shifting of the car to warehouses by the asso- 
ciation had continued even while the disputants 
were in conference looking toward peace. The 
controversy had originally started over a demand 
for increased wages in the Woolworth warehouse. 
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California Employment 


The August number of the “California Labor 
Market Bulletin” issued by State Labor Commis- 
sioner Edward L. Nolan shows decreases in em- 
ployment and payrolls in July, 1938, as compared 
with July, 1937. Average weekly earnings de- 
creased from $28.92 in July, 1937, to $28.34 in 
July, 1938. The total number of wage earners em- 
ployed in manufacturing establishments covered 
by reports filed with the division of labor statistics 
and law enforcement in its monthly survey of em- 
ployment and earnings for the week ending near- 
est the 15th of July was 177,242, a decrease of 21.2 
per cent when compared with the number em- 
ployed (225,038) in the same establishments dur- 
ing the corresponding week of July, 1937. These 
data are for 1903 manufacturing establishments 
employing more than 65 per cent of all the wage 
earners in California manufacturing plants. 

Three important industries showed substantial 
increases in employment over July, 1937: Book and 
job printing, 3.7 per cent; newspapers and periodi- 
cals, 2.6 per cent, and crude petroleum producing, 
1.8 per cent. 

The average wage earner in California industries 
worked 36.3 hours per week in July, 1938, as com- 
pared with 39.7 hours per week in July, 1937. His 
hourly earnings increased from 72.3 cents in 1937 
to 77.3 cents in 1938. 


oS 

CALIFORNIA STATE FAIR EXHIBIT 

Highlighting exhibits in the California State 
Fair, September 2 to 11, will be “Dead Man’s 
Tunnel,” a graphic illustration of traffic tragedies 
and a graphic lesson in accident prevention. The 
exhibit tells the gruesomeness of highway acci- 
dents in an unmistakable manner and, due to the 
realism of the exhibit, the tunnel will be posted 
with warnings advising those who do not want to 
know the real truth on traffic tragedies not to visit 
the exhibit. The State Department of Motor Vehi- 
cles is one of the sponsors of the exhibit. 
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Caustic Criticism on 
Procedure in Cannery 
Hearings in Oakland 


Demands that California members of Congress 
make an immediate investigation of the practices 
of the Twentieth Regional office of the National 
Labor Relations Board were made this week by 
Edward D. Vandeleur, secretary of the California 
State Federation of Labor. The demands are 
based on charges that: 

1. Public funds are being wasted in connection 
with a hearing now being conducted in Oakland 
by Trial Examiner Charles A. Wood of the Labor 
Board in the so-called cannery “conspiracy” case. 

Charge Favortism Exhibited 

? 
communists and others who are communistically 
inclined is constantly exhibited in the taking of 
testimony and examination of witnesses. 

3. The spirit of the Wagner Act, under which 
the Labor Board operates, is being continually 
ed by Trial Examiner Wood. 

Supporting the charges, Vandeleur issued the 
following statement: 

“The current investigation into the so-called can- 
nery conspiracy, being conducted under auspices 
of the Twentieth Regional office of the National 
Labor Relations Board, and based upon accusa- 
tions of an organizer for the C. I. O., who is 
known to associate with communists and other 
radicals, is a clear waste of public funds. 

Asks Fair-Minded Observation 

“The hearing is now in its fourth month. I 
respectfully urge any United States senator or 
representative in Congress from California, or 
any federal or superior court judge, or anyone 


who has had trial or public hearing experience | 


and is fair-minded, to sit in for one day and deter- 
mine for himself if the hearing is not one of 
the biggest travesties on justice and waste of 
public funds they have ever witnessed. 

“Hours are spent by Trial Examiner Wood 
and counsel for the board with ridiculous and 
frequently childish questions, ofttimes repeated 
over and over in an apparent effort to stall along 
the hearing. 

“Rulings are most frequently against testimony 
that is detrimental to communists or their asso- 
ciates. The effort to defend them is clear. 

Original Charges Seem Lost 

“The original charges were that certain A. F. 
of L. unions and certain cannery operators con- 
spired against certain potential workers, mainly 
the C. I. O. or communist groups, to keep them 
from working. Thus far the hearing has gone 
only distantly into the charges. Trial Examiner 
Wood and counsel for the board have failed to 
provide evidence in support of the accusation. 
It now appears clear they are trying to prove 
there was a conspiracy to deprive the C. I. O. of 
membership while improving the wages and work- 
ing conditions of the cannery workers. They don’t 
need to prove that. More than 60,000 cannery 
workers who benefited can verify this fact. 

“When President Roosevelt signed the Wagner 
Act he said its purpose was to establish ‘a better 
relationship between labor and management.’ The 
spirit of the Act is being violated in this hearing 
because it has been turned into an inquiry as to 
‘who opposed the C. I. O.? 

Cost to Taxpayers 

“The entire hearing, with its four months’ time 
consumed and thousands of pages of transcript, 
has cost many thousands of dollars, plus a trial 
examiner who receives more than full time judges, 
to say nothing of the other expense to the gov- 
ernment, and to other parties involved. It is a 
travesty and farce. 

“It is time that California members of Con- 
gress found out what kind of a racket is going on, 


2. Favoritism toward and attempts to defend 


and found out before election, so that we may 
knov: whether they approve of such practices and 
wastage by those who know nothing about one 
of California’s great industries, and care less, so 
long as they receive fat fees. 

“California labor wants to know if it must con- 
tinue to be hostage to political chicanery, or if 
our national representatives will make an investi- 
gation on a fair basis and make strong and definite 
recommendations to those who have control of 
the Labor Board. Labor demands that California’s 
representatives make an immediate investigation 
and a public reply.” 


—_. > 
FORGOTTEN WOMAN 
Forty-four of the forty-eight states have laws 
regulating the working hours for women, a sur- 
vey shows, but not a single law pertains to the 
working hours for female household servants. 
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July Employment Gain 

Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins said last 
Tuesday approximately 40,000 factory workers 
returned to employment in July and weekly pay 
rolls increased by nearly $500,000. She stated the 
report “marked a definite improvement in the em- 
ployment situation.” 

“Gains of 0.7 per cent in factory employment 
and of 0.4 per cent in pay rolls were reported 
although factory employment normally declines 
by about 1 per cent and pay rolls by about 4 per 
cent in July,” the Cabinet official said. “As com- 
pared with last July, factory forces were reduced 
by one-fourth and wage earners’ pay rolls were 
one-third smaller. Railroads took on 14,000 more 
men in July, and the seasonal curtailment in retail 
stores was smaller than usual. Reductions in 
working forces in mines continued.” 


Form State Body 


Harry Bridges of San Francisco was made chair- 
man of the convention which met in Los Angeles 
last Saturday and Sunday for the purpose of 
forming a state council of C. I. O. unions. John 
Brophy, national director of the C. I. O., and 
Congressman Jerry O’Connell were among those 
who addressed the body. 

A number of resolutions dealing with varied 
subjects were passed upon. A bitter debate is 
said to have been indulged in over the manner 
of selecting the nine vice-presidents to serve on 
the executive committee of the new organization, 
several delegates temporarily walking out of the 
meeting. Smaller unions declared their interests 
woul be lost sight of if the board were composed 
entirely of representatives of the large unions. 
Their protests were unavailing and the vice- 
presidents were elected from the floor. 

P. M. Connolly of the Los Angeles Newspaper 
Guild was named president and Louis Goldblatt 
of the San Francisco Warehousemen secretary- 
treasurer. Those elected as vice-presidents were: 
Estoly Ward and Paul Schliph, Alameda county; 
Jack Blumberg, Los Angeles: Charles Steele, San 
Francisco; Roy Donnelly, San Pedro; Fred 
Adams, Truckee; James Coulter, Long Beach; 
C. W. Deal, San Francisco. 

San Francisco was selected as the meeting place 
for the convention in 1939. 
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Printing Trades Ask 
W.P.A. Allotment for 
New School Text Books 


John B. Haggerty, president of and speaking for 
the International Allied Printing Trades Associa- 
tion, has requested the Works Progress Adminis- 
tration to allot $10,000,000 to purchase new text 
books for the many thousands of schools in the 
United States whose expenditures for school pur- 
poses have decreased nearly $700,000,000 annually 
during the past eight years despite the fact that 
the number of students has increased many hun- 
dreds of thousands, 

Citing John W. Studebaker, U. S. Commissioner 
of Education, as asserting that this wholesale re- 
duction in the budget of American schools has 
created a great need for new text books, Mr. Hag- 
gerty emphasized the tremendous importance of 
the allotment in the interest of providing boys and 
girls with adequate manuals for their instruction. 

In addition, Haggerty stressed the justice of his 
request to the end of providing employment for 
many thousands of jobless in the printing trades. 
He pointed out that over a period of eight years the 
five national and international unions constituting 
the Allied Printing Trades Association have paid 
out nearly $97,000,000 in benefits to their unem- 
ployed members, and that the time has come when 
the federal government, through the W.P.A,, 
should “make some contribution toward the unem- 
ployment relief of the organized printing trades 
workers.” 

In making the request the point was particularly 
stressed that in the allotment of such sum it should 
be specified that the money shall be spent only for 
new books made from composition, plates and 
binding produced after the allotment of funds. 
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A. F. of L. Convention 


The executive council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has issued official notice that the 
fifty-eighth annual convention of the Federation 
will convene in Houston, Texas, at 10 o’clock, 
Monday morning, October 3, 1938, and continue in 
session from day to day until the business shall 
have been completed. The sessions usually occupy 
two weeks. 

Delegates must be elected at least two weeks 
Previous to the convention, and their names for- 
warded to the secretary-treasurer of the Federation 
immediately after election. 
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